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LE ICE STERSHTRE WOODL ICE

Jon Daws,  19 The Por tw€Y,  Leicester  LE5 OPT
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INTRODUCTION

Woodl-ice are members of the order Isopoda (from Greek meaning
equal  feet )  o f  the c lass Crustacea,  whj -ch inc ludes crabs,
16bsters,  water  fLeas and shr imps.  They have Seven pai rs  of
legs,  wi th  the body d iv ided in to three sect ions -  head,  pere ion

and p leon.

The head is eguipped with a paj-r of antennae, the last section
(ffagrel lum) of wfricLr is divided into several seqments, with the
number and shape differing between woodlice famil ies. The eyes -

which are set on the front corners of the head can be of a
single pair of ocell i ,  groups of three ocell i  or compound. The
spe6ies- platyarthrus hoffmannseggi is completely bl ind.

The pereion comprises seven large plates directly Sshind the head
and to the underside of each j-s connected a pair of legs. In
femafes a brood pouch is grown on the ventral- surface of the
perei-on in which she carries the eggs unti l  after they have
hatched. Several days after hatchingr, the l iquid j-n the brood
pouch leaks away and the female f inds a deep micro-site in whj-ch
to abandon the young. This method of parental care reduces
rnortal- i ty of the- young when they would be most vulnerable from
predators and Paras i tes.

The last f ive segments of the body make up the pleon to which the
uropods and tel-son (tai l) are connected. On the ventral surface
are the genital ia, or pleopods, which in some species have either
two or f lve white pat-hes on their sides; these are a prj-mit ive

type of 1ung.
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RECORDING

There are four marn sources for woodlice records in the county
cover ing the last  35 years.  They s tar ted when a few members of
the Conchologica l  Society  -  whlch used to hold an unof f ic ia l
annual  f ie ld  meet ing in  Leicestersh i re recorded woodl ice as
par t  o f  the i r  surveys (Rundle 1960-1 989) .  At  the beginning of
Lf re 1980s Michael  Evans began a survey of  the d is t r ibut ion of
woodlice in the county which combined hj-s own f iel-dwork with the
earl ier records and culminated in an unpublished paper (Evans,
1982) .  In  the la te 1980s,  Adr ian Rundle under took a survey to
record several non-insect invertebrate groups, which included
woodlice, oo a 1x1km sguare basis for the whole of the area
w i th in  the  Le i ces te r  c i t y  boundary  (Rund le ,  1987-1  990 ) .  As  pa r t
of  h is  survey he a l -so v is i ted many s i tes in  the county.  fn  1990,
as Rundle departed the scene, I returned to Lej-cestershire and
began my own county-wide woodlice survey, which I hope to
conti-nue. There are afso a few records from several
archaeologica l  d igs that  took p lace wi th in  the c i ty  o f  Le icester
dur ing the ear ly  1 990s,  when f ive species of  woodl ice were
ident i f ied f rom thei r  rn inera l ised remaj-ns (Boyer ,  19901 Daws,
1993 )  .

HABITATS

At present there are twenty species of woodlice recorded in
LeiCestersh i re f rom a var ie ty  of  habi ta ts .  When survey ing for
th is  group there is  a  tendency to  be b iased toward s i tes that
have easy public access and plenty of stones and pi-eces of wood
to look beneath,  such as churchyards,  publ ic  open space
( inc lud ing country  parks) ,  wasteqround and roadside verges.
Despite this, both Rund1e and myself have managed to arrangie
access to many city gardens, over a hundred dairy farms and
stables,  dS wel l  aS quarr ies,  pr ivate estates and local -  nature
reserves.

Listed below are a few of the different habitats found in
Leicestershire wi-th an indication of the woodlouse fauna
associated wi th  them.

Churchyards

Within the county there are a number of habitats to be found j-n

the grounds of churches varying from the open, d.Y l- imestone
grasJland churchyards of Rutland to the heavily shaded ones buift
5n the vofcanic rocks of Charnwood. Whatever the habitat, they
usually provJ-de an oasis for wildl j- fe, safe from urban sprawl_and
rural 

-plougrh. 
Seventeen species have been recorded from

f,eicest-ershire churchyards, includinqr the only county site for
Arnadil-Lidiun depressum. Another species, PorceTTio spinicornis,
par t icu lar ly  associated wi - th  l - imestone-r ich habi ta ts ,  is  o f ten
iound on the mortared stonework around churchyards, especial ly
under the coping stones of boundary walls-
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a Cylist icus convexus has been recorded from several open and
exposed churchyards par t icu lar ly  in  the east  o f  the county.
Platyar thrus hof fmannseggi  is  a lso common,  a lonq wi th  i ts  ant
host ,  in  shor t  tur f  in  churchyards.  This  species is  usual ly
found beneath the stone vases in which ants often make their
nests .  Tr ichoniscoides sars i  is  a  synanthropic  species that  has
been recorded from two churchyards and may be present in many
more but  due to  i ts  smal- l  s ize and so i l -dwel l ing l i fe-s ty le  i t
is probably being over-Iooked.

Dairy farms and stables

Thj-s j-s an important habitat for several synanthropic species
(porcelTio diLatatus and PorceTfionides pruinosus) which are
associated wi th  bui ld ings that  house l ivestock,  the animal  waste
providing the woodlice with food, shelter and moj-sture. From
this habitat P pruinosus has been introduced onto many al lotments
across the county with the tons of manure that are delivered to
them annua1ly. From allotments, this speci-es has spread j-nto

many of the surrounding habitats" There are fourteen species
recorded from this habitat with P spinicornis being recorded from
mortared walls and both speci-es of HapTophthal-mus (danrcus and
mengei) being occasionally found in associ-ation with dung heaps
and farm waste - C convexus is another species that is
occasionally found around farmyards usually beneath stones and
other  farm paraphernal ia .

Quarries

There are thirteen species recorded from this habitat with
TracheTipus rathkei  (which is  on the nor th-west  l imi t  o f  i ts
ranqe in  Lej -cestersh i re)  be ing found j -n  severaf  o f  the d isused
ironstone quarrj-es in the east of the county. P spinicornrs and
C convexus are also recorded f rom i-ronstone and l- imestone
guarr ies in  the south-east  o f  the county wi th  the }at ter  species
not  be inq conf ined to  l ime-r ich areas.

River valTeys and wetl-ands

The two notable species for these habitats in Leicestershire are
Ligium hypnorum and T rathkei" The former is restr icted to one
site in the county where it  is found around a largre lake and
surroundinq ditch system. T rathkei has been found i-n rough
qrassland and Ln GTycena leaf-l i t ter surrounding a pond in the
Wel land va l Iey.

Wasteground

Within Leicester the urban wastegrround woodlouse fauna consists
of  th i r teen species.  ArmadiTTid iun nasatum is  the most  notable
species found in this habitat with some large populations
thriving on derel- ict j-ndustrial sites . H danicus and II mengei
also turn up regularly on these sites beneath embedded stones and
pleces of wood. Tn the county, A nasatum has been found on the
embankments of disused railway l-ines and C convexus was
discovered beneath a sleeper at an abandoned coal pit.
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DISTRTBUTION }4APS

Each species '  d is t r ibut ion has been mapped-  on a te t rad basis
(2x2km squares) and is accompanied by a brief descript ion of i ts
favoured habitats within the county. The map below shows al l  the
tetrads in which at least one species of woodlouse has been
recorded over the last three decades. This wide coveraqe is
part ly due to my visit ing 99* of the churchyards within the
lounty, then trying to f i l l  in any gaps for the less conmon
speci6s @ diLaCatus and P pru inosus)  by v is i t ing a scat ter ing
oi  da i ry  farms and stables across the county.

Figure 1. WoodTouse records in Leicestershire
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SYSTEMATIC LTSTING

LIGIUM HYPNORUM
(Cuv ie r ,  1792 )

This  species (9mm),  whj -ch moves
rap id l y  when  d i s tu rbed ,
resembles a dark,  poor ly
patterned specimen of Philoscia
muscorum but they are easj-Iy
separated by the number of
segments on the f Iage11um. L
hypnorum has more than ten
while P muscorum has only
three.  The f i - rs t  records of  L
hypnorum for the county were
from a ruined summer house and
two d i tches adjacent  to  the
lake in the grounds of Gumley
Ha1 l  on  6 . v i . 81  (Rund le ,  1960 -

1989) .  This  species was re- found there,  in  good numbers,  1n the
marsh at the inf low to the lake by Derek Lott and myself on
6.v.93.  The species j -s  a re l ic t  o f  the ancj -ent  oak woods and
fens that once covered southern Britaj-n with Leicestershire bei-ng
on the nor th-western l - imi t  o f  the species '  known range.  The
woodl-and at Gum1ey Hall is be}ieved to be a remnant of ancient
woodl-and.

t

ANDRONTSCUS DENTIGER
(Ve rhoe f f ,  1908 )

A white to rose-red woodlouse
(6mm) wi th  two ye l low st r ipes
running down its back either
s ide of  the mid-point .  A
cen t ra l  b lack  l i ne  i s ,  i n  f ac t ,
i ts gut contents showing
through the skin. This species
has been found in smal-l numbers
around the county, mainly in
synanthropic sites such as
churchyards, grardens and old
guarr ies.  A dent iger  has a
preference for damp sj-tuati-ons,
such as drains, and has even
been recorded completely

submergred in a stream on Evington Golf Course, Leicester"
Michael  Evans (1982)  found the species to  be widespread and
conmon in south and east Leicestershire but, probabl-y due to
drought during in hj-s survey, fai led to f ind i t  in the north-
wes t .
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HAPLOPHTHALNMS DANICUS
(Budde-Lund,  1 880)

A white to Pale-cream woodlouse
(4mm) wi th  rows of  shal - fow
longitudinal r idges down j-ts

back.  This  sPecies is  very
similar to HaPToPhthal-mus
mengei but differs in that j . t

Iacks the two Prominent
prolections on the dorsal
sur face of  i ts  P leon.  This  is
a soi l-dwell ing woodlouse that
can be found bY Pull ing uP
embedded stones or slabs and is
sometimes found in large
numbers under rott ing wood.
when  t h i s spec  j -es  i s

d i scove red , i t e i t he rmovesve rys l ow l yo r f e i gns .dea th . I n
Leicestershire a aanicus has been found in good numbers in wet

woodfands as 
" . i1  

u-  =yt tu t t thropic  s i !9 ! .such as cemeter ies '  farms

and public parks. 1,,t i ihael Evins (982) thought this species to

be rare, ei-trref- i ."" ia"d from well--rotted wood or damp ditches'

HAPLOPHTHALMUS MENGEI
(Zaddach ,  1844 )

Another white to Pale-cream
specJ-es lamrn) with rows of
sirall longitudj-nal ridges down
its back but with two Prominent
proj ect j-ons on the dorsal
lur iace of  i ts  P1eon.  H mengei
has the s imi lar ,  scat tered
dis t r ibut lon of  H danicus in
whose companY i t  can
occasionallY be found- A third
species of Ha7To2hthaJ-mus
(inontivagus) was discovered in
dr i ta in  in  1 987 (Hopkins ,  1992)
but so far has not been
discovered in  Leicestersh i re '

This new species, which 1s almost identical to H mengrei (being

separated by genital i_a examination) , seems to have a preference

for ancient 
-woodland 

on calcareous soil-s and may yet l-ie

orrai="overed in the east of the county'



TRI CHONI SCOIDES ALBIDUS
(Budde-Lund ,  1  880 )

Th is  spec ies  (4mm) ,  wh ich
resembles a dul I ,  purp le- red
coloured Tr ichoniscus pusrJJ us,
j-s a soj- l-dwell ing woodl-ouse of
very damp situations such as
damp hollows, f lushes and the
margj-ns of water courses. The
best method for f inding this
species is to look on the
underside of embedded bricks
and stones prised from the
s ides of  s t reams and d i tches
af ter  a  per iod of  wet  weather ,
when th is  species moves c loser
to  the  su r face .  I t  was  f i r s t

recorded f rom the grounds of  Baggrave Hal - I  on 24.x .93 d iscovered
beneath a brick which was buri-ed under a large piece of concrete
on the edge of a stream. A second specimen was obtained from a
nearby brick-l ined ditch. Although these are the only records
so far, further survey work may prove the species to be
reasonably common j-n Leicestershire.

TRICHONISCOTDES SARST
(Pa t i ence ,  1  908 )

A srnaLl ( 4mm) white woodl-ouse
flushed pale pink with the eyes
each consis t ing of  a  s j -ngIe red
ocel lus.  The f  i rs t  county
record came from beneath
stones, adj acent to the outf l-ow
of  the f ish ing lake at
Ro l - l es ton  Ha l1  (26 . j , x .87 )  w i th
a second from the back grarden
of a large Victorj-an house on
London  Road ,  Le i ces te r
(27  . i x . 89 )  (Rund le ,  1987 -1990 )  .

More recent ly ,  1 t  has been
found alongr the banks of a
stream bordered by gardens j-n

south-west Leicester and in two churchyards in the county (Burton
Overy and Ashby Folv i l le) .  As wi th  a l l  smal l ,  so i l -dwel l ing
woodl-ice this species j-s of ten easier to col lect during the
cool-er and damper t imes of the year when the soil  moisture levels
br ingr  i t  c loser  to  the sur face.  A second species,  T heJvet icus,
has recently been dj-scovered (durinq male genital ia examination)
in an isopod collection under the name of T sarsr. duri-ng research
for a new book (Hopkin, 1992) " Females are indist inguishable
from one another. On present knowledge, the true T sarsi has
only been found in synanthropic habitats j-n Dublin, Kent, Oxford
and Leicestershire, with the newer species having been found in
ancient woodl-and and chalk grasslands in southern England.
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TRTCHONTSCUS PUSILLUS
(Brand t ,  1  833 )

This small (5run) reddish-brown
woodl-ouse is one of the most
common species in Britain with
densit ies of up to several
hundred per sguare metre in
favoured habi ta ts .  I ts  smal l
s ize has of ten lead to  i t  be ing
over-looked or mistaken for the
young of larger speci-es.
Michael Evans (1982) summed up
th i s  spec ies '  Le j - ces te rsh i re
distr ibution very well when he
wrote "ubiguitous, though
strongly affected by drought"
when i t  can be hard to  f ind.

Occasionally purple-coloured specimens of this species are found.
The colouration is due to the woodlouse being infected with an
i r idov i rus (which is  not  conf ined to  th is  woodlouse species)  and
is  not  thought  to  cause d is t ress to  the af fected woodlouse.
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TRICHONTSCUS PYGMAEUS
(Sa rs ,  1899 )

A very smal l  (2 .5mm) vers ion of
T pusrlJus which l-acks much
body pigment and usually has a
white head. This specj-es can
be separated from juvenile T
pusil lus by lookj-ngr at i ts eyes
whj-ch are composed of three
ocel l i .  I f  the specimen is
under  2.5mm in length and i ts
three ocelI i  are touching each
other, then it  is T pygmaeus.
Michael Evans (1982) though
this specJ-es to be rare in the
county when he mainl-y col lected
it by sieving woodland Leaf

l i t ter .  Both Rundle (1 987-1 990)  and mysel f  have recorded th is
species in small- numbers from across the county from a wide rangie
of habitats j-ncluding churchyards, grardens and woodland, but we
both would admit that i t  is largely under-recorded.
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ONISCUS ASELLUS
(L innaeus ,  1  758 )

This j-s a shiny grey woodlouse
(1 6mm) usual ly  wi th  two rows of
yellow bi-otches down its back
and three segments to the
flagellum. fmmature speci-mens
have a character is t ic  l ight
brown patch on the f irst two
segments of thej-r pleon so that
even very smaLl O ase_Z.l.us can
be separated from immature
PorcelTio scaber in the f ield.
This i-s one of the most conmon
woodlice in Britain, found in
a l l  hab i ta t s ,  w i th  a  p re fe rence
for  s l ight ly  damper s i tuat ions

than P scaber. O asel. l .us has also been identif  ied f rom
mineral ised woodlice remains taken from several archaeol-ogical
d igs in  Le icester  dur ing the 1990s.  These specimens came f rom
the Ronan and Medieval  per iods (Daws,  1993) .  At  one point  i t  was
thought that there were two species of oniscus in Britain,
separated by geni tar ia ,  but  many in termediates are found as one
moves north from the south west coast. I t  i-s now beli-eved that
during the rce Age, o aseTlus managed to survive in what is now
the south coast  and as the ice ret reated and mel ted,  these were
separated by r is j -ng sea levels  f rom thei r  European re lat ives.
This separation resulted in several- thousand years of independent
evolution, the European sub-species being rei-ntroduced as man
reco. l -on ised the Br iL ish Is les-

I

PHILOSCIA MUSCORUM
(Scopo l i ,  1763 )

This is a very f ast, shj-ny
woodl-ouse (1 i  mm) with a dark
str ipe down the centre of i ts
back, which varj-es in colour
from bright yel low through red
to the usual  dark mot t led
brown. This i-s the dominant
species of qrassland and
hedgerows which can also be
found in gardens and woodland.
The map shows a widespread
distr ibution and f see no
reason why it  should not be
recorded in  a l l  Le icestersh i re
te t rads . The mineral ised

remains of a single specimen of this species was recorded from
a third century AD Roman dung pit unearthed during an
archaeologica l  d ig  in  the centre of  Le icester  in  199i  (Daws,
1994 ) .
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PLATYARTHRU S HOFFTTANN SE GGT
(Brand t , 1B33 )

This bl ind, white woodlouse
(4mm) l ives in  the nests  of
ants ,  which leave i t  to  roam
around at  wi I l .  However ,  i f
the woodlouse is attacked it
clamps it  f lat oval-shaped body

which does not give much
purchase - to the substrate and
wai ts  for  i ts  a t tacker  to  go
away. This woodlouse is
at t racted to  ant  nests  by the i r
smeLl-, laboratory experiments
having shown that the species
fo l lows formi-c  ac id t ra i ls .
Once in the nest i t  is probably

to lerated because i t  he lps to  keep the nest  c lean by eat ing the
regurg i ta ted pel le ts  of  i ts  hosts .  I  usual - ly  f ind th is  species
in-the company of black and yellow ants but seldom with the more
agqrress ive red ants .  In  common wi th  i ts  host ,  the ant ,  th is
species is  found in  fa i r ly  open habi ta ts  inc lud ing churchyards,
gardens, undisturbed wasteground and qrassland. Michael- Evans
TlgaZ) found it  to be conmon under vases in churchyards from
where the major i ty  o f  h is  records came-
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ARMADILLIDIUM DEPRES SUM
(Brand t ,  1  833 )

This largre ( 20mm) , robust
woodlouse,  s la te-grey in
colour ,  is  on the nor th-eastern
a d c r a  o f  i f s  r a n o e  i nv v Y v

Leicestersh i - re  . I t  was
dj-scovered to be common amonqst
the ivy on the mortared walIs
surroundingr a small graveYard
at  Ay lestone,  south Leicester
(2 . x .87 )  (Rund le ,  1987 -1990 ) .  I
have v is i ted th is  s i te  on
several occasions when A
depressu.m was found in varYing
numbers depending on the
temperature and the amount of

can survive drougrht and lonq, hot
i-nto a network of tunnels i t

recent  ra in fa l l .  Th is  specj -es
or  co ld spel Is  by ret reat ing
excavates for  th is  Purpose.
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0 ARMADILLIDIUM NASATUM
(Budde-Lund ,  1  885 )

This  species (20mm) is
reasonably  easy to  separate
f rom other  p i l l  woodl ice
because of the presence of a
square pro ject ion ( forming a
smal l  horn)  on the p late
forming its forehead between
i - ts  antennae.  Le i -cestersh i re
records come from synanthropj-c
s i tes,  inc lud ing the depots of
severa l  c i ty  parks (such as
Abbey, Evington, Humberstone),
was teg round  (  t he  mos t
noteworthy of which is the site
of the old power station at

Rawdykes, Leicester where A nasatum can be found j-n good numbers
wi th Arnadi1J- id ium vuTgare)  and hor t icu l tura l  nurser ies (such as
the one at  Rotherby and Cole 's  in  Thurnby) .  This  species has
been known as a glasshouse pest for many years (Harding & Sutton,
1 985) and has probably been transported around the county along
wi th conta iner ised p lants  for  many years.  In  southern Br i ta in ,
A nasatum can be found J-n quarries and I have recorded it  from
roadwork stores in Gloucestershire. This may be another way this
species moves around the country along with rock and roadstone.
The species was f i rs t  recorded in  Leicestersh i re by Rundle (1960-
1987)  on  18 . i x .82  when  i t  was  found  a t  T i ckenco te  Pa rk  and  i n  the
ruj-ns of an old barn adjacent to Turnpole Wood j-n Rutland.

L

ARMADTLLIDIUM WTLGARE
(La t re i l - l e ,  1  804  )

Th i s  spec i -es  (18mm) ,  wh ich  can
ro11 in to a complete bal l ,  is
the most common pi11 woodlouse
to be found in  Lei -cestersh i re.
I t  has a preference for  open,
dry habitats and has been
recorded from wasteground,
chu rchya rds ,  qua r r  j - es ,
l imestone grassland and heath
which receive plenty of direct
sunligrht. I t  is more common on
the  eas t  Le i ces te r sh i r e
Iimestone than in the west of
the county. A vuTgare has been
recorded f rom archaeologi-cal

Leicester when it  was found in
Medieval  per iod (Daws,  1993)

digs during the
dung and rubbish

ear l y  1990s  j -n
pits from the
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CYLISTICUS CONWXUS
(De  Gee r ,  1778 )

At  f i rs t  s ight  th is  concave
woodlouse (15mm) is  s imj- Iar  to
an Armadi f  J- id iun species but ,
a l though i t  can ro11 in to a
complete bal l ,  i ts  antennae and
pleopods protrude. rt was
first recorded for the county
from a churchyard at Anstey
(  ' l  8  .  i x .  82  )  (Evans ,  1982)  .  S ince
then it  has been found at a
number of sites across the
county including churchyards,
gua r r j - es ,  f a rms  and
wastegrround.  A11 of  these
sites are open and synanthropic

wi th  at  least  a  I i t t fe  d is turbance.  This  species has the abi l i ty
to  get  in to these recent ly  d is turbed s i tes and breed gui te
happily for a number of years before declini-ng with the
succession of  rank vegetat ion.
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PORCELLIO DILATATUS
(Brand t , 1833 )

A large ( 1 5rnm) rounded
wood louse  wh ich  i - s  a
cha rac te r i s t i ca l l y  du }1 ,
unj-form, gireyish-brown colour,
that  once seen can be readi ly
ident i f ied in  the f ie1d.  The
other notable character is the
rounded t ip to the telson. The
species is most common on farms
wi th dai ry  herds or  a t  s tab les
wh ich  have  o ld  b r i ck
outbuildings and plenty of
straw and dung around. This
habitat of dung and mortared
walls provides food and shel-ter

aS well as a Source of l i rne from which to make their exo-
skeletons.  The only  s i tes in  Le icestersh i re away f rom farms and
stables where I have recorded this species' are two depots on
Abbey Park and a churchyard at Woodhouse. The former site
contained mortared walls and animal dung with the l-atter record
comingr from beneath dustbins adjacent to the churchyard wa1l.
Michael  Evans '  (1982)  knowledge of  th is  species is  in terest ing
as he wrote "very rare, one record from Leicester" when he quotes
an old record for al lotments (now a school playj-ng f ield) near
Belgrave. There are also severa1 mineral ised specimens of this
species f rom archaeologr ica l  d igs f rom Leicester  c i ty  centre in
the early 1 99Os when it  was found in dung and rubbish pits from
the  Med ieva l -  pe r iod  (p re  1100  AD)  (Daws ,  1993)  -
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PORCELLIO SCABER
(La t re i l l e ,  1  804 )

This  woodlouse (17mm) is  one of
the most conmon in Britain
which varies in colour from
whit ish through cream and reds
to the usual dark grey. A good
f ie ld  character  is  the orange
colour of the basal segment of
the antennae and the two
sect j-ons to the f lage1lum.
This specles can be found in
a lmost  a l l  habi ta ts  f rom
gardens to woodland, with a
preference for  s l ight ly  dr ier
m ic ro -s i t es  than  O  ase l l us .  I t
is al-so the woodlouse most

I ikely to enter houses and was the most conmon species found in
material from the Leicester archaeological digs in both the Roman
per iod (50 AD) and Late Medieval  per iod (pre 1400 AD) (Daws,
1993 ) .

a

v

PORCELLTO SPINICORNTS
(Say ,  1  81  8 )

A colourful woodlouse (12mm)
with two rows of yel low
blotches down its back and a
character is t ic  b lack head.
This species is found in l ime-
r ich habi ta ts ,  such as
i rons tone  and  L imes tone
guarries in the east of the
coun ty  (e .9 .  Ke t ton ,  C l i psham
Big Pits, Bloody Oaks and
Geeston)  as wel l  as on the dry
l imestone wal ls  in  th is  area.
Elsewhere i-n the county i t  is
confined to buildingrs and walls
with l ime-rich mortar between

thei r  s tonework.  Michael  Evans (982)  found th is  species to  be
"rare and synanthropic" in his Survey of churchyards during the
early 1 98Os but recent re-surveys of these churches have revealed
the presence of P spinicornis in many of then. Even more
recently I have conducted torchlight surveys of buil t-up areas
of Leicester but this had only l imited success and f am surprised
that this species is not more common in this habitat.

t_
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PORCELLIONIDES PRUINOSUS
(Brand t ,  1  833  )

This  species ( ' l  2mm) is  a
greyish-purple colour with a
dusty purple bloom (made from
minute f lakes of  dr ied sk in)
and conspicuous white legs-
Evans (1982)  found th is  sPecies
to be "wJ-desPread and f air lY
coflLmon, being f requentlY
recorded from old manure
heaps" .  I  have a lso found th is
species to be conmon at farms
wi th ] ivestock as wel l  as at
s tables.  I t  has a lso been
int roduced in to the c i tY wi th
the manure del ivered to  a l lo t -

ments and private gardens from where the specj-es has spread i l lo

"a j i . " " t  
f r iU i ta ts .  A l though pr imar i ly  synanthropic ,_and probably

in i roduced in to Br i ta in  Uy t f re  Romans,  i t  has recent ly  been found

a*o"gst sedge rhizomes in fen habitat at Lockington Marsh and j-n

wooaiana lg;af l i t ter at Narborough Bog being introduced into

these s i tes wi th  bales of  s t raw and manure respect ive ly-  Thj -s

ipecies may have been more conmon at the start of this century

blfore the motorcar replaced the horse as a means of transport

wi th  a resul tant  dec l ine in  s tab l -es and the i r  dung heaps '

I

TRACHELIPUS RATHKEI
(B rand t ,  1  833 )

A shiny, grrey-brown woodlouse
( 1 5mrn) with regular l ight
longitudinal Patterning down
its back and f j-ve Paj-rs of
pteopodal lungs. These Iungs
lre situated on the underside
of the pleon and show uP as a
row of white Patches on the
s ides of  the geni ta l j -a .  This
species is  on the edge of  i ts
north*western ranqe in south-
east  Le icestersh i re where j -n

the ear ly  1980s i t  was recorded
frorn Tixover churchYard (in the
Welland f l-ood Plain) and

Morcott Gulley (disused iron-stone guarry) (Evan-s-, 1982) '  With

these records in mind, I recently fol lowed the Welland downstream

from Tixover and found this species in rougrh grassland near

O"Aai"qton where the A47 crosseJ the We1land. It  was al-so found

in another ironstone guarry at Tj-xover Grange. The- above records

fit  well  into the national pattern of the known habitat

preferences o l  th is  species i .e .  for  wet  grass land and d isused

i rons tone  work ings  (Hard ing  &  Su t ton ,  1985) '
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