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Isopoda of the European North Atlantic from depths
exceeding 2000 m, excluding Epicaridea
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20146 Hamburg, Germany, abrandt@zoologie.uni-hamburg.de

ABSTRACT. — This up-to date checklist of North Atlantic Isopoda from depths exceeding 2000 m
comprises 216 species of 77 genera and 25 families. The species and authorities are listed. Only
the very general distribution is presented, the depth range (if more than one sample) is provided
for all species.
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Introduction

A first checklist of isopods from bathyal to abyssal depths in the Atlantic Ocean (in the
north and south below 2000 m) was published by MENZIES (1962). Since then, new
species were described, and many were synonymised. Therefore an update of this
checklist was necessary for the North Atlantic and the Mediterranean, especially for
scientists working in the European and Russian Arctic. This checklist only comprises
those papers in which new species are described and the gross geographic area where
these species were first recorded. The reference list accordingly presents those papers
in which new species are described living below 2000 m depth. The inclusion of all
references dealing with the listed species would exceed the scope of this paper. The new
species described in the papers by GEORGE (2001, 2003, 2004) have to be treated with
care. Some of the species described in these papers will have to be synonymized
(BROKELAND, KAISER, WILSON, pers. comm.), but are included in this list because
revisions are not available yet. The genus Nannoniscella GEORGE, 2001 is rejected here.
It includes the monotypic genus and species Nannoniscoides biscutatus STEBENALLER
& HESSLER, 1977, this species and genus could have simply been rediagnosed.

Material and methods

The present list is based on an old compilation published by MENZIES (1962), the world catalogue
of isopods from BRIAN KENSLEY and MARYLIN SCHOTTE, a biogeographic publication by
SVAVARSSON (1993) on Arctic Isopoda, records of Isopoda from the deep sea off northeastern
Greenland (BRANDT 1997), as well as recent data on new records from the Zoological Records.
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Remarks. — The most diverse families of Isopoda of the North Atlantic are the
Desmosomatidae, including 14 genera and 49 species, and the Eurycopidae represented
by 13 genera and 46 species. Some families have only been reported with a single genus or
a single species in this area: Acanthaspidiidae, Santiidae, Stenetriidae, Thambematidae,
Cirolanidae, Arcturidae and Chaetiliidae (see list). Munneurycope murrayi (WALKER
1903) does not only occur at greatest depth in the North Atlantic, it is also the species
with the most eurybathic range (530-7800 m), definitely worth revising the material and
check, as this species might have been misidentified in some samples, alternatively, the
material might belong to more than one species of Munneurycope.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. Thanks are due to Dr. BRIAN KENSLEY and MARYLIN SCHOTTE for
their world list of isopods, which served as a basis for this compilation, as well as to Dr. GARY
POORE, who checked the systematics of the Anthuridea and Valvifera and helped with literature.
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