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Caribbean species of the fish parasitic isopod Anilocra have interesting 
geographical distributions and host shifts.  Two species, A. myripristi and 
A. holocentri, are host specific, but may represent a species pair or sister 
species, with distinct geographical shifts between species.  Two other 
species, A chromis and A. acanthuri, each parasitize two similar species of 
fishes and show host shifts geographically.  Two species, A. partiti and A. 
abudefdufi, are isolated geographically and parasitize a single species of 
fish.  Anilocra holacanthi parasitizes a single species of fish, but is fairly 
widely distributed.  Anilocra chaetodonti shows less host specificity, 
parasitizing several species in a single genus, and has a distribution similar 
to A. holacanthi; A. haemuli parasitizes several species of fishes in two 
families and probably represents three morphologically similar species, 
based on the geographic distribution of parasitized hosts.  Possibly this 
suite of fish parasitic isopods represents several stages in the continuum of 
speciation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Society of Parasitologists 75th Annual Meeting Abstracts Volume (2000): 73 (#88) 

View publication statsView publication stats

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/355176378

