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ABSTRACT 

Seven species of isopods (including Stenetri~irn verrzae sp. nov. and Jaeropsis nzonsr?mrinirs 
sp. nov.) and nineteen species of decapods (including Pse~rdodromirr cacunjinis sp. nov. and 
Mncroporlin ciruipil~a sp. nov.) are recorded from seamounts Vema atid Tripp, and the Luderitz 
area. Zoogaographically, the isopods show strong affinities with the South African fauna, 
whilc the decapods include mainly South African and west African forms, with single Indo- 
Pacific and Austral species. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The benthic fauna of the continental shelf and seamounts off the west 
coast of South Africa has barely been investigated. What information exists 
is to be found in scattered reports, and we are still a long way from even a 
superficial overview. 

The material dealt with in this report comes from several sources and 
emphasizes the fragmentary state of our knowledge. It was thought useful, 
however, to publish several new records and species, and to summarize the 
little that is known about Seamount Vema's crustacean fauna. 

Seamount Vema, first discovered in 1957, was visited by personnel from 
the University of Cape Town and the South African Museum in 1964 and 
1966. In 1978 the University of Cape Town did further collecting on the summit 
peak. Lying about 650 km off the west coast of South Africa at 31°38'S 08"02'E 
(Fig. l), and rising steeply from the 5 000 m deep sea-floor, the sum~iiit plateau 
averages about 40 m below the surface. Collecting on this plateau has been 
done both with air-lift dredge and by scuba divers (see Grindley 1967). Most 
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